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NATIVE STUDENTS CHOSEN FOR LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
MISSOULA -
Twenty-six top American Indian students have been chosen to attend the first Indian 
Student Leadership Symposium offered by The University of Montana’s O’Connor Center for 
the Rocky Mountain West.
The program will be held Friday and Saturday, April 28-29, at Salish Kootenai College 
in Pablo and UM in Missoula. Students were nominated for the symposium by their colleges 
and represent a broad range of disciplines and tribes.
Iris Pretty Paint, the symposium’s lead educator, said, “Our enlarged view of the 
school-to-work transition will encourage and prepare this generation of Indian leaders to 
envision a new future and a new role within their tribal communities, organizations, 
governments and beyond.”
Pretty Paint said participating students will compare and contrast indigenous 
philosophies with general systems theory, leadership and sovereignty.
Pat Williams is a senior fellow with the O’Connor Center, UM’s regional studies and 
public policy center. He also directs the Indian Leaders Institute, which organized the Indian 
Student Leadership Symposium with funding from the Student Assistance Foundation. He said
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the institute is dedicated to the principal of civic learning.
Williams said, “Students transitioning to the workplace or to a higher academic degree 
need to synthesize an understanding of contemporary global forces, the assets of democratic 
heritage, their tribal heritage, family systems and individual goals.”
He added, “The 2003 report ‘The Civic Mission of Schools’ says that individuals do 
not automatically become free and responsible citizens, but must be educated for citizenship.
We know of no other school-to-work training program that aims to achieve these goals.”
SKC students selected for the symposium are Cheney Bell, Debbie Clairmont, Lance - 
Friedlander, Mignon Harris, Julian Many Hides, Jody Hunter Ivins, Baugh James, Desiree 
Peone, Jason Smith and Naomie Wood.
UM students are Scott Azure, Joel Adams, Tony Dorame, Georgie Ferguson, Flo 
Gardipee, Samantha Grant, Augustine J. Hill, Linda Juneau, Twila Old Coyote, Wilena Old 
Person, Linda Ostler, Aislinn Rioux, Jeffrey Ross, Erin Shanley, Candace Tucker and Michael 
Wheeler.
The symposium will be held Friday, April 28, at SKC and Saturday, April 29, at UM.
m
NOTE: Members of the media are welcome to attend Saturday events at UM, which will be 
held in University Center rooms 330, 331, 326 and 327. Following is a schedule:
8:30-10:30 a.m. -- “The United States, the State of Montana and Tribes Today” by 
presenter Robin Saha, UM assistant professor of environmental studies, and responder Ray 
Cross, UM law professor.
10:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m. -  “Who I Want to Be” by presenter Mary Groom Hall,
-more-
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multicultural adviser with UM’s University College, and responder Brenda Desmond, attorney 
and District Court Standing Master.
1:15-3 p.m. -  “The Family and the Individual” by presenter Janet Finn, UM social 
work associate professor, and responder Mary Groom Hall.
3-4 p.m. — closing.
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